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HONORING RABBI ADAM
BALDACHIN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and welcome a new leader in the com-
munity, Rabbi Adam Baldachin, who on Feb-
ruary 5, 2017 will be installed as the new
Rabbi of Shaarei Tikvah in Scarsdale.

Rabbi Baldachin joined Shaarei Tikvah in
July 2016, drawn by the community’s energy
and warmth. He previously served as the
Rabbi of Montebello Jewish Center in Rock-
land County. There, he founded the Rockland
Clergy for Social Justice, a group of Jewish,
Christian and Muslim clerics advocating for fair
and equitable education for the public school
students of East Ramapo, a district controlled
by an ultra-Orthodox school board.

Rabbi Baldachin has also served commu-
nities as close as Riverdale, which is also a
part of my district, and as far as Israel and
Uganda. In Uganda he worked with the
Abayudaya, the local Jewish Community,
teaching Hebrew, leading services, and help-
ing to build sustainable businesses.

A native of New Providence, NJ, Rabbi
Baldachin earned his undergraduate degree
from the Joint Program of Columbia University
and the Jewish Theological Seminary. He then
completed his Rabbinical Degree with an M.A.
in Midrash at the Seminary, where he received
the prestigious Gladstein Fellowship in Entre-
preneurial Rabbinic Leadership. He also com-
pleted extensive training in community orga-
nizing with JOIN for Justice and in pastoral
care, interning as a chaplain at Self Help with
Holocaust survivors.

When not serving his congregation, Rabbi
Baldachin loves spending time with his beau-
tiful family. He and his wife, Maitel, have three
wonderful children and they are his pride and
joy.
| know that Shaarei Tikvah is in very good
hands with Rabbi Baldachin, and | know his
presence will only strengthen our community
further. Congratulations to him on this day.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, due to other
commitments, | missed the following roll call
votes. Had | been present, | would have voted
as follows:

Roll call No. 79, | would have voted yes.

Roll call No. 80, | would have voted yes.

———

LAURYN RICHARDSON EARNS ACA-
DEMIC ALL-STATE RECOGNITION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Lauryn Richardson of Richmond,
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TX, for earning volleyball all-state recognition
by the Texas Girls Coaching Association.

A sophomore at Foster High School, Lauryn
received academic all-state recognition while
leading her team, the Lady Falcons, to a play-
off victory. She had 169 blocks and averaged
2.1 kills per set during the sets.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Lauryn Richardson for earning volleyball all-
state academic recognition. We are proud of
her and look forward to seeing her excel in the
future.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BURNS
BROTHERS CLEANERS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to recognize a local business in Virginia’s
10th Congressional District that will be closing
their doors this year after over six decades of
service. Burns Brothers Cleaners, the land-
mark cleaners and laundromat located in
downtown McLean, Virginia, has served the
community for the past 67 years and is one of
the oldest family-operated businesses in the
area. Since founding the mom-and-pop shop
in 1949, Don and Bob Burns have been exem-
plary small business owners and operators.

Before opening Burns Brothers Cleaners,
Don Burns worked in several different dry
cleaning establishments where he learned the
trade and also gained a valuable customer
service skillset. Since opening, Don’s cus-
tomer-first attitude helped yield diverse and
high-profile clients ranging from U.S. Cabinet
Members to local shopkeepers. Yet despite
some important clientele, the business never
lost sight of its origins and the core values of
a family-owned small business. In fact today,
Amy Burns, one of Don’s daughters, manages
and operates the cleaners as her father once
did.

In today’s society, family owned small busi-
nesses are an essential player to the future of
our nation. It is families like the Burns family
that help foster strong local economies by es-
tablishing successful business practices that
can be carried out for multiple generations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding the Burns Brothers Cleaners for
its dedication to serving our community for so
many years. | wish Don, Amy, and the rest of
the Burns family the best in their future en-
deavors.

HONORING TIM SCHWERING
HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Spokane Police Officer
Tim Schwering.

On Friday, January 20, 2017, Officer
Schwering was first on the scene to a vehicle
fire, with reports of the driver inside. The driv-
er, Kim Novak, was returning home when she
encountered a frozen section of roadway,
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causing her car to malfunction and eventually
catch fire. According to Officer Schwering,
when he arrived on scene, the car was en-
gulfed in flames and he noticed a woman
trapped in the backseat. Upon learning that
she was unable to escape the car, Officer
Schwering used his baton to begin breaking a
hole in one of the passenger windows. He
was successful in creating a hole large
enough for Ms. Novak to escape, saving her
life.

The next day, Officer Schwering met Ms.
Novak, who expressed her thanks for his val-
iant efforts. According to Ms. Novak, “You just
don’t hear about that kind of compassion and
follow through. And the officers get a lot of
bad rap, but here’s a guy who’s a genuine
hero.”

Today and every day, we owe a debt of
gratitude to our nation’s law enforcement offi-
cers, who put themselves in harm’s way to
serve and protect. I'm grateful for the sheriffs
and officers in Eastern Washington, such as
Officer Schwering, who put on the uniform and
do right by their communities each and every
day. | want to recognize Officer Schwering for
his bravery and quick thinking in a dangerous
situation.

HONORING PAUL WARHIT

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the strength of
our Westchester community lies with those
who are engaged and working to better it day
by day. One of those engaged individuals is a
constituent of mine, Paul Warhit, who has
given his time and talent to a whole host of
active civic groups in the region.

Born in Yonkers, Paul is a loyal son of
Westchester. He had his bar-mitzvah at Mid-
Chester Jewish Center and later graduated
from Eastchester High School. He went on to
attend Boston University and after completing
college returned to New York to oversee the
family business.

Paul’s active involvement in Jewish com-
munal life began in 1996, when llissa joined
Temple Israel of New Rochelle. Less than a
decade later, he became the synagogue’s
president. He has also served as president of
the Board of American Jewish History Society,
the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation,
in addition to treasurer of the Jewish Deaf
(and Hard-of-Hearing) Resource Center.

Thanks to his prolific involvement across a
range of organizations, Paul’'s work caught the
eye of the Westchester Jewish Council (WJC)
who asked him to join their board. As is often
the case with Paul, once he’s on the board it's
only a matter of time before he becomes the
board’s president, and Paul was elected to
that post for WJC in 2013.

When not serving his community, Paul en-
joys spending his down time reading and trav-
eling the country to visit different Major
League Baseball parks. He also serves as an
umpire for Westchester High School baseball
leagues.

This year, WJC is honoring Paul Warhit at
the organization’s 41st Anniversary Gala for all
he has done to better our community. | want
to congratulate Paul on this wonderful honor,
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and thank him for all the years of amazing
service to Westchester.

CELEBRATING GRACE BROWN ON
RECEIVING A SILVER CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD MEDAL

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Grace Brown of Granger, Indiana, on
receiving a Silver Congressional Award Medal
for her dedicated service to our community
and her outstanding personal growth.

Grace stands out not only because of her
hardworking Hoosier spirit, but also because
of her dedication to setting and achieving
goals of personal growth and public service.
Grace is driven, talented, and compassionate,
and at her young age she has already left a
positive mark on her community. | look for-
ward to learning of the amazing accomplish-
ments that | am certain lie ahead for Grace.

The Congressional Award recognizes the
best of America by honoring individuals who
have achieved goals that build character, fos-
ter community service, and strengthen per-
sonal development and citizenship.

Grace exemplifies these qualities and much
more. She has shown great commitment to
bettering the lives of others through her dedi-
cated public service. She has built on her tal-
ents and developed new skills by teaching and
taking part in dance classes. She has shown
a genuine interest in learning about different
cultures and exploring new environments, or-
ganizing and leading a five-day Expedition to
Hocking Hills, Ohio. And she has given back
to her community, spending more than 200
hours collecting and distributing food for local
families in need.

Through all of this, Grace has shown an ex-
ceptional understanding of the importance of
civic engagement. She has taken on huge re-
sponsibilities and demonstrated the power of a
dedicated and inspired young mind.

Mr. Speaker, | am inspired by Grace’s ex-
ample and grateful for young Hoosiers like
her. | ask my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing Grace our congratulations and best wish-
es.

——————

CLEAR LAKE REGIONAL MEDICAL
CENTER DESIGNATED LEVEL II
TRAUMA CARE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Clear Lake Regional Medical
Center of Houston, TX, for being designated
by the State of Texas for Level Il Trauma
Care.

Clear Lake has a trauma program with
round-the-clock staff and in-house trauma sur-
geons and specialists to treat patients no mat-
ter the time or injury. To be considered a
Level Il Trauma Center, the medical center
must have comprehensive trauma care with
24/7 availability with all essential specialties,
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personnel and equipment. Clear Lake had to
undergo extensive site reviews and evalua-
tions to meet this designation. This will signifi-
cantly increase the number of lives that can
be saved.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Clear Lake Regional Medical Center for
being designated as Level Il Trauma Care.
We all benefit from their commitment to quality
healthcare and we thank them for their hard
work to keep Houstonians healthy.

IN HONOR OF I CARE I CURE
FOUNDATION
HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
it's my privilege to recognize the tremendous
and meaningful work of the | Care | Cure
Childhood Cancer Foundation. The | Care |
Cure Foundation was founded by my constitu-
ents and friends Beth and Brad Besner in
honor of their son, lan, who was diagnosed
with T-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in
2006, one week before his eleventh birthday.
Just four months after his diagnosis, lan trag-
ically passed away.

It is so sad to see someone suffer from can-
cer but it hurts the most when it is a child. The
harsh reality of children’s cancer treatment is
that it lasts longer than treatment for adults.
Fighting cancer is devastating for children due
to painful treatment, absence from school, and
isolation from friends and family.

Childhood cancer research is significantly
underfunded and we must rely on organiza-
tions such as this one to help put research
dollars to work. Over the past 10 years, the |
Care | Cure Foundation has helped fund re-
search and projects at the Miami Children’s
Hospital, the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital,
and the National Cancer Institute just to name
a few.

The good news is that researchers are mak-
ing advances daily in the field of cancer treat-
ment. And the better news is that there are or-
ganizations such as the | Care | Cure Founda-
tion to help lead the way to gentler yet more
cutting edge therapies.

The Besners’ work has helped ease the suf-
fering that far too many children and families
must endure.

| thank Beth, Brad and their | Care | Cure
family for the support they give to so many so
that more children may celebrate their twelfth
birthday, their twentieth birthday, and each
and every day healthy and cancer free.

————

HONORING MRS. BARBARA
WHELTON

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mrs. Barbara Whelton of Rutland,
Vermont. Barbara is retiring from a distin-
guished career after nearly a half century of
devoted public service.
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Mrs. Whelton has worked in various capac-
ities for government agencies across the
country. From 1970 to 1975, she worked for
both the United States Attorney’s Office for the
District of Rhode Island and the United States
Marshals Service, assisting with the Service’s
nascent Witness Protection Program. Fol-
lowing a stint in the Audit Agency for the
United States Air Force in Great Falls, Mon-
tana, Mrs. Whelton went to work for the United
States Secret Service as a Contact Rep-
resentative from 1975 to 1980.

In 1980, Mrs. Whelton and her husband,
Master Chief (U.S. Navy, Ret.) Paul Whelton,
relocated to Rutland, Vermont where he was
posted as a Deputy U.S. Marshal. Upon their
arrival, Mrs. Whelton served as a legal assist-
ant in the United States Attorney’s Office for
the District of Vermont. Except for a brief turn
in the private sector, Mrs. Whelton served in
our U.S. Attorney’s office for twenty-four years
before she was asked to become the judicial
assistant to Vermont's sole judge on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, the Honorable Peter W. Hall.

Mrs. Whelton has been Judge Hall’s judicial
assistant for the past thirteen years. She has
worked tirelessly to ensure that chambers ran
smoothly and that Judge Hall and his clerks
were fully supported in handling their robust
caseload. | can say with confidence that with-
out Mts. Whelton’s determined efforts, the ad-
ministration of justice would not have been as
efficient or exacting.

| know Barbara’s colleagues will miss her
sharp wit, her quiet determination, her devo-
tion to duty, her professionalism, and most of
all, het friendly demeanor.

So, Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me today in recognizing
Mrs. Whelton’s many contributions to our
country and the states and communities she
served during her exceptional career. | wish
her many years of health and happiness in her
well-earned retirement.

HONORING JEFF KOHN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an active member of the Westchester
community, Mr. Jeff Kohn, who is being hon-
ored this year by the Westchester Jewish
Council (WJC) at the organization’s 41st An-
nual Anniversary Gala.

Jeff has been an active member in the
Westchester Jewish community for a long
time. He and Martha are members of Temple
Shaaray Tefila Bedford Corners, where he
currently serves as President. Prior to that, he
was a board member at the Temple for more
than a decade, and Martha has also served
actively as co-chairperson of the Caring Com-
munity committee. Outside of the Temple, Jeff
is also quite active. He currently serves as an
officer of the Westchester Jewish Council and
serves on a whole host of other non-profit
boards focused on education. He serves on
the advisory board at NYU Law School; Cor-
nell University’s School of Industrial & Labor
Relations; and the George Washington Univer-
sity Law School, from which he graduated in
1984. Jeff has since been honored by the
school with their Distinguished Alumni Award.
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